
 

 

 

Select Media Coverage 

2011-2013 

Generated by Alex Bigham while working for Ark Schools 

alex@alexbigham.com 

  



 
 

2 
 

 



 
 

3 
 

 

  



 
 

4 
 

                             



 
 

5 
 

 



 
 

6 
 

 

 



 
 

7 
  



 
 

8 
 

  



 
 

9 
 

 
  



 
 

10 
 

  



 
 

11 
  



 
 

12 
 

 



 
 

13 
   



 
 

14 
 

 



 
 

15 
  



 
 

16 
  



 
 

17 
 

 



 
 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

19 
 

 



 
 

20 
 

 



 
 

21 
 

 

 

 



 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

New Ilford academy celebrates ‘outstanding’ rating in first Ofsted report 

An Ilford secondary school that opened less than two years ago has been rated “outstanding” in 

its first Ofsted inspection. The report published this week praised Isaac Newton Academy’s 

principal for establishing “very high quality teaching where every student succeeds”. 

Students, currently only Years 7s and 8s, produce work demonstrating “very high levels of 

achievement, commitment and determination”, Ofsted said. 

Principal Rachel Macfarlane said: “This result is a tribute to the hard work, commitment and 

skills of the entire school community and I was delighted that the inspectors recognised that ‘all 

teaching and support staff make a significant contribution to the running of the academy’. 

“It’s great to be able to share this praise with all our staff, students, parents and the community 

who are supporting us.” 

The Cricklefield  Place school, one of 19 schools across the capital run by academies sponsor 

ARK Schools, specialises in maths and music, and gives all pupils the opportunity to learn an instrument. 

Inspectors praised its “unique” approach and said students appeared to “really enjoy” music making. On July 7, pupils from the school will play 

at a special gala event at London’s Barbican Centre. Eventually, Isaac Newton Academy will be an all-through school taking in pupils between 

the ages of four and 18. 

Ms Macfarlane added: “We won’t rest on our laurels - we are determined to continue to make improvements as we take in another secondary 

year group and our first primary pupils in September.” 
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Academies are schools funded by the state but free of local authority control. They have the ability to set pay and conditions for staff, deliver 

the national curriculum in different ways, and modify the school day. Four out of five days a week, the academy keeps pupils in school from 

8.30am-4.10pm, which is slightly longer than the average school day. 

 

Sebastian Mann Sunday, June 29, 2014 9:00 AM 

 

 

 

 
Not enough hours in the day: more time means more support for students 
Pupils groaned at the thought of extra lessons, but academy principal Roger Punton explains how a longer day has paid off for 

students and teachers in his school 

Consulting on our move to a longer school day back in 2012, we found a quite comical 

difference between the reactions of two of the main interest groups. In the plentiful meetings 

we held to gather views on the proposal, there was unanimous agreement from parents that 

a longer day would be welcomed and eye rolling from their children who were saying no. 

Almost two years later, however, it's clear that – despite my concerns that the change would 

be challenging for all those involved – in fact it was embedded very quickly. It was surprising 

and pleasing that students and staff adapted so well, and now it seems strange we ever ran 

things differently. Indeed, in a recent conversation with some staff they asked about a further 

increase in the school day. 

We switched from a typically 25 hour to a 30.5 hour week when we moved from local 

authority control and became an ARK academy. More time for learning is one of the six principles of ARK schools, and we opted to start every 
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day earlier – at 8.25am instead of about 8.45am – and finish later – at 4pm instead of 3pm – on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. We 

have one 15-minute morning break and half an hour lunch, so ours is quite a focused day. 

 

We've found that, for us, the longer day produces clear benefits. There is more time for learning and we can adapt the curriculum to meet the 

needs of our students. In our academy, pupils often come in at year 7 with low prior attainment and low levels of literacy. The extra time in the 

day allows us to have a daily literacy lesson in key stage 3, along with at least one hour of maths each day. Changes like these take time to 

show results, but we've already seen an increase in reading ages and a rise in pupil confidence in literacy. The extra hours mean we can also 

avoid squeezing other subjects, so, for example, we still also provide two hours each of geography and history a week. 

 

When the idea of a longer school day was introduced to staff, there were a few raised eyebrows, but once the opportunities for more time for 

learning and planning were explained, there was universal support for the change. The number of slots taught by each teacher has not 

increased, so there's more time for individual and team planning, with a positive impact on the quality of teaching and learning. We've kept our 

weekly two hours of staff training time, too. 

 

The extra flexibility of a longer school day also means we have been able to introduce a system of weekly observation and feedback, where 

each teacher is paired with a teaching coach who carries out a 10-minute lesson observation. Following the lesson, the coach and teacher 

meet, discuss what went well and then identify an "action step" to improve in the following week's lesson. The teacher and coach then practise 

this step prior to its implementation. 

While our core lessons at ARK Kings end at 3pm or 4pm, the school day does not finish there as we offer students a comprehensive 

programme of enrichment activities till 5.30pm. Whether it is taking part in choir practice, Thai boxing or newspaper club, having a longer 

school day means we can offer our students additional opportunities to develop communication, team work, creativity, problem solving and 

sporting skills beyond the classroom. 

The extra learning time also allows us to offer time-tabled enrichment days, where students might visit a university or take part in careers fairs 

or employer visits. Alongside this, our longer hours help develop the resilience and adaptability pupils will need when they enter the world of 

work. 

The longer school day has also had an impact on the safeguarding and welfare of some of our more vulnerable pupils. For these pupils, school 

is the constant – the area of their life where there are boundaries, high expectations and consistency. These pupils are often the first to arrive at 
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the school gate in the morning, waiting for it to be unlocked, and then the last to leave in the evening when we close at 6pm, after taking part in 

extracurricular activities. As a school leader I am very mindful when I see these pupils of the benefit of a longer school day not only on learning 

but as part of our wider responsibility to the community we serve. 

 

 

 

 

'The lesson from the East is that every child can be good at maths' 

Dr Helen Drury, director of Mathematics Mastery at Ark Schools and a former head of mathematics, writes: 

As the education minister Liz Truss prepares to visit Shanghai next week, the debate about how our school children 
can catch up with their counterparts in the Far East is taking hold. It is a stark reminder of that gap – and our own 
educational inequalities – that the children of cleaners in Shanghai outperform some of our most-able pupils. 

The most pervasive myth in these discussions is that the success of countries like China, Singapore and South 
Korea is down to ambitious ‘tiger mothers’ pushing their children to spend endless hours on rote learning. Even if we 
wanted to, the argument goes, that kind of culture is impossible to replicate in our own country. 

In fact, since the 1990s, many Asian systems have amended their approach to learning and revised their curricula, with the introduction of more 
student-centred learning, problem-solving and interdisciplinary teaching in order to address a perceived deficit in creativity and lateral thinking. 

And we can indeed replicate the lessons of the East in our own classrooms. The ARK Schools network, which runs 27 high-performing 
academies in England, has developed an approach to teaching called Mathematics Mastery, which combines teaching ideas and bespoke 
training based on international best practice, including Shanghai and Singapore. 
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The first principle is that every child can succeed at maths – it is not just for geeks. That might seem like a truism, but how many parents would 
happily say to their children, “I’m no good at maths” in a way they would not dream of admitting to being illiterate? As Ms Truss argues, it is the 
“positive philosophy” that exists in Shanghai around maths, in contrast to our own “long-term anti-maths culture”.  

Like building a pyramid, the Maths Mastery approach is to ensure children at primary school have the firm foundations in maths so they don’t 
struggle later on or have to repeat topics. That means studying fewer topics in more depth, particularly in the early years. It also means using a 
more hands on approach to maths – the use of number blocks, bead strings and dice. This enables pupils to better grasp the fundamental 
concepts of maths so they have a deep understanding, rather than a shallow memorisation. 

Too many pupils learn something one week then forget it the next. Of course, our pupils still learn times tables, but learning maths is like 
learning a language – without the fundamental verbs you cannot succeed, and until you learn to apply the grammatical rules of maths, you will 
never be able to take on more advanced tasks such as trigonometry or algebra. 

We’ve learnt to use language more effectively. That means teachers asking more probing and open questions, and pupils being expected to 
use full sentence answers. So instead of saying “42” in response to a teacher’s question, the pupil will say, “seven multiplied by six is equal to 
forty-two.” 

Maths needs to be fun, too, especially for younger children. So in between more formal tasks, children will learn songs like “one, two, three, 
four, five, once I caught a fish alive.” This ensures no time is wasted in any lesson. 

The approach is paying dividends. The Maths Mastery partnership extends to 100 schools now, the majority outside of the Ark network, and 
97% of schools have continued into the second year of the programme as they have seen it is working for their students. 

Ark’s St Alban’s Academy in Birmingham, which sent two of its teachers on a study tour to Singapore, was recently rated as the top school in 
the whole country for value added maths – a measure of how pupils who start behind succeed in their GCSE exams. Over 80 per cent of 
students achieved a grade A*-C in maths, up from 53 per cent when the school joined the Ark network. 

Our negative perceptions about maths are tied up in our continued belief that success is a product of talent or luck, something that Malcolm 
Gladwell and Matthew Syed have demonstrated is based not on scientific evidence but cultural myths. 

We expect our pupils to be able to think mathematically – to be able to spot the patterns and understand the rules, not just know the answer. 
We should demand that our politicians and policymakers think scientifically, learning the right lessons from abroad. 
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Just as there isn’t a talent gene, there isn’t a maths gene – as the Far East shows us, all children are born with the potential to be good at 
maths. 

TES_opinion 19-2-2014 • 16:10 
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Burlington Danes Academy marks remarkable transformation  

with outstanding Ofsted report 

The previously failing Shepherd's Bush school has been hailed a success 

An academy once labelled one of London's worst comprehensives has been judged 

outstanding in all four categories by Ofsted. 

Burlington Danes Academy, in Shepherd’s Bush, was this week celebrating its 

exceptional journey to success since being placed in special measures in 2004. 

Ofsted inspector Linda Austin visited the school last month and reported: “The 

mission to provide  the very best education for every pupil within a caring and safe 

environment has become a reality in this outstanding academy.” 

Principal Dame Sally Coates and senior vice principal Michael Ribton joined five 

years ago after the struggling state school joined academy group ARK Schools - 

and has since seen a remarkable transformation. 

In a major education speech in 2011, Prime Minister David Cameron praised the 

academy for setting an example for other failing schools across the country. The school has seen soaring GCSE and A-level results, and Dame 

Sally was knighted in the New Year’s Honours List in January for her great leadership. 

She said: “It is a stunning achievement for the school and the ARK School’s network. I am so proud of my staff.” 

Ken Bromfield, governor and former pupil, said ARK Schools was central in turning it around. 

“Burlington Danes is now established as an outstanding school, serving the community in which I was born and raised,” he said. “So my 

gratitude to all staff regarding their role in what has been achieved is heartfelt. 
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“There is no question in my mind that the decision to bring Burlington Danes under ARK’s wing was the vital step on the hard road to success 

via Sally and her fantastic team.” 

In the report, published this week, inspectors commented: “Given their starting points, students make outstanding progress resulting in above 

average attainment, especially in English and mathematics.” 

The report noted that the number of students eligible for free schools meals and who speak English as a second language are both well above 

average, children come from a range of ethnic backgrounds and the school has an on-site unit to support students with behavioural, emotional 

and social difficulties. 

Under new rules set out by Michael Gove, tougher inspections mean that just around five per cent of schools will now be awarded the highest 

outstanding grade. 

Burlington Danes’ journey continues when it opens a new primary school on its Wood Lane site in September next year. 

Dec 09, 2013 09:51 By Poppy Bradbury 
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London primary is first free school to get 'outstanding' Ofsted grade 

A London primary was today named as the first free school to be ranked ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted. Ark Conway Primary School opened two 

years ago in Shepherd’s Bush and was praised by inspectors for its “high quality teaching that inspires and motivates all pupils to try their very 

best.” 

One parent quoted in the report said: “We felt like we’d won the lottery when our child gained a place here.” The school is part of the Ark chain 

of schools run by the education charity set up by hedge-fund financier Arpad Busson. 

Head teacher Damian McBeath said; “We are delighted that the hard work and dedication of staff, parents and pupils have been recognised by 

Ofsted. The academy has only been open since September 2011 and from the outset, we have focused on delivering the highest-quality 

education for our pupils. They are happy, inspired to learn and making incredible progress.” 

Education Secretary Michael Gove said: “Ark Conway has demonstrated how a brilliant school, with a culture of high expectations, great 

leadership and inspiring teachers can be truly excellent across the board within two years. 

“Free Schools, set up by dedicated groups of individuals and organisations, are raising standards and giving parents a real choice of good local 

schools. More and more Free Schools are opening and I look forward to many more being rated Outstanding over the coming years.” 

Free schools are a central part of Michael Gove’s education policy and can be set up by groups including parents, charities and teachers. They 

are new schools that are independent of local authority control but are state funded. Academies have the same freedoms but are schools that 

already existed and converted to academy status. Free schools are newly created schools. The first 24 free schools opened in 2011 and a 

further 55 opened in September 2012. 


